
www.bell-group.net

Rightmove reduces IT energy
consumption and running costs

CASE STUDY

Rightmove.co.uk is a leading property website 

that provides details of available properties 

for prospective home purchasers and renters 

in the UK. Bell Microsystems has worked 

with Rightmove since 2007, delivering Sun 

Microsystems IT solutions that have combined 

large increases in performance with massive 

reductions in energy consumption and costs 

across Rightmove’s three data centres.

“Faced with the rising cost and limited 

availability of energy within data centres, 

we work closely with Bell Microsystems to 

rationalise and consolidate our IT infrastructure 

in order to reduce energy consumption 

and greatly improve our carbon footprint, 

while meeting the need for more computing 

performance,” explains Luke West, Technical 

Operations Manager at Rightmove.co.uk. 

“Now, we are getting

the performance we 

need, but with an energy 

bill that’s reduced by 

92%. That’s a huge 

saving – for us and

the planet.”



Higher performance… lower energy consumption 
“Bell Microsystems has replaced our previous servers with Sun’s latest high performance, multi-threaded, energy-effi cient 
servers. In addition, by taking advantage of Bell Microsystems’ IT Lifecycle Management Services we’ve been able to maximise 
the trade-in values of our old systems and Bell Microsystems has also taken care of data destruction – so that the security of the 
sensitive information held within old systems is not compromised. In cases where old systems are of no commercial value, Bell 
Microsystems recycles them in accordance with the WEEE Directive.

“Our production environment, development, QA and test platforms all run on Sun. By upgrading to Sun Fire T1000 servers for 
our web serving environment, we’ve been able to replace six of our previous web servers with just one Sun Fire T1000 server. In 
power usage, this is a huge improvement.  During normal running, a Sun Fire T1000 only draws around 200 watts, whereas our 
old servers drew 400 watts. So we were drawing a total of around 2,400 watts. Now, we are getting the performance we need, 
but with an energy bill that’s reduced by 92%. That’s a huge saving – for us and the planet. Rightmove is committed to trying to 
reduce environmental impact and, with the number of Sun Fire T1000 servers now installed, we’re consuming less power, 
generating less heat and reducing our carbon footprint. Every T1000 that replaces six of our old servers is reducing carbon 
dioxide production by around 200 kg per week. In addition, the Sun Fire T1000 servers have a very small footprint, so we are 
saving 5 rack units worth of data centre space.

Rapid scalability… and Bell Microsystems’ stock-on-demand facility 
“So far, our peak web server demand has been approximately 500 million page impressions per month. With the rapid growth 
that Rightmove has achieved, IT scalability is an important consideration for us. As the Sun Fire T1000 and 5120 servers use 
Sun’s CoolThreads chip multi-threading technology, they provide plenty of processing capacity for future expansion. We’ve also 
designed our systems architecture so that we can add new servers and have them up and running in just a few hours. Bell 
Microsystems holds stock of many of the systems we use, so that helps us to respond to increased demand very rapidly.

“When it comes to disposing of old hardware, Bell Microsystems has the expertise and accreditations to manage the whole 
process on our behalf, which means many of our obligations under the WEEE directive are covered and we have more time to 
focus on our key business activities. We’ve made very good use of Bell Microsystems’ secure data removal service to destroy 
the data on hard drives – which is extremely important, especially if the old systems are to be traded-in.

Services add real business value 
“Bell Microsystems’ in-depth knowledge of Sun products and Sun’s development roadmap are key differentiators when 
comparing IT suppliers. Bell Microsystems advises us on the products that are best suited to our needs and their team is 
proactive in holding regular meetings with us to keep us informed of new developments, well before the products are launched. 
This is a very important element in ensuring that the IT strategy decisions we make are based on the latest product development 
roadmaps. 

“For me, a key reason for working with Bell Microsystems is that they offer a true value added service – over and above just the 
supply of hardware. Bell Microsystems has high quality, very knowledgeable personnel and we’ve developed an excellent 
relationship with them. Rightmove has its own skilled, in-house IT team, but everyone in the team knows they can pick up the 
phone and consult Bell Microsystems experts whenever advice is needed. In terms of pricing, I monitor the market and it’s good 
to see that Bell Microsystems is able to provide value-added services, yet still offer us competitive prices.”
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